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The first boilers of the "Great Britain" Steamer give another illustration of the difficulty the water had to encounter in obtaining access to the vertical spaces, and the thirty-six crown surfaces of that number of flues as shown in Pig. 97. The lower or furnace range of the triple tiers
of flues was 5 feet deep, the second 4 feet, and the third 3 feet; the numerous vertical water-ways, though lut 4 inches wide, had an aggregate of no less than 12 feet deep. No adequate or separate space, however, was provided for the downward current of the great quantity of water that must